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Introduction
For many years now, China has engaged in the expansion of its national territory by claiming territorial ownership over particular areas mostly on the southern and western boundaries. The expansion has ranged from annexing and extension of its control over regions previously thought to be under other states such as Taiwan, India, Philippines, Malaysia and Japan. As a result of the continued desire and action of annexing of various parts and islands in the China South Sea, the neighbouring countries have been at loggerheads with China as a country but have had little to do over the issue due to the Chinese dominance in the region in terms of military power and economic power. The expansion of China particularly in the China South Sea has attracted attention from other parts of the world, particularly, the United States of America, who have come in basing their involvement on ensuring freedom of navigation over the contested regions (Yee, 2017). However, this has led to stan warning from the Chinese government terming the United States as a non-party in the United Nations formulation of the maritime rules and regulations regarding the area. However, the United States has remained interested as an ally to Japan, who is part and parcel of the contest that is going own as a result of the massive Chinese expansion and annexation in the region, particularly in the China South Sea (Hunt, 2016). However, the biggest question that many nations are asking themselves is why China is engaging in such expansion. Chinese expansion and annexation of other territories are mainly aimed at increasing its military control over the region and establishing itself as a regional economic and military power and this is being done on the basis that historical records show that such regions were previously occupied by Chinese people. However, the worry is how this expansion might affect neighbouring countries if it is successful.
Regions Where China is Engaged in Territorial Expansion
China is engaged in multiple areas in its quest to expand its national territory. One major region where the Chinese government is engaged in the territorial expansion is China South Sea. In the China south sea, the Chinese government is actively engaged in land reclamation through the formation of artificial islands. In the China South Sea, China is expanding its territory by creating artificial islands and militarizing them by having its warships and air crats over those Islands. However, the United States of American has also continued to navigate its ships and planes in that region insisting that the region is still international waters (Hunt, 2016). However, the quest to claim parts of the China South Sea has been met by harsh reaction from neighbouring countries such as Malaysia, Brunei, Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. Despite the disputes that have ensured in the region, China has not shown any signs of stopping its endeavours of building the islands in the China South Sea where only reefs showed above the water. It is important, however, be noted that considering the amount of resources that China is putting expansion, in the building of the man-made islands in the South China Sea, it will be very difficult for the Chinese government to let it go through a peaceful deal with other countries that have interest in the region (Yee, 2017).
Reports by an American media House CNN indicate that the Chinese government is interested in expanding its territorial border particularly by declaring ownership of parcel islands. According to CNN, the interest is high in the Paracel island being an area that is rich in resources such as oil and gas. However, the Chinese quest to expand by owning the Paracel Islands has been met with resistance from a neighbouring country Vietnam. This has escalated the disputes in the China South Sea which analysis say that can erupt to far much dangerous confrontations between the feuding countries and also between China and the international community.
Another area where China is engaged in expansion of its territory is the East China Sea where it claims the areas named Diaoyu and Senkaku Islands which are also claimed by Japan. This is regarded as the most dangerous approach by China in its quest to expand its territory. China is claiming these areas even though it does not have control over them. This has led to a lot of maritime conflicts between China and Japan. Japan, being a close ally to the United States in America has enjoyed the support of US to disagree with Chinese government’s endeavours in the Senkaku Islands. Even though China keeps offering stun warning to the United States to keep off the region, the Us, as well as international community, have continued to insist that some of the areas that China is claiming ownership are still international waters and airspaces. 
Reasons for China Expansion Quest
One of the most significant questions that the world keeps asking regarding the Chinese endeavours to expand its territories through claiming particular regions mentioned above is why they are doing so. The Chinese expansion quest can be understood from a security as well as economic point of view. China is one of the countries with the largest populations. Its population has grown so large that the government has applied some measures of family planning to ensure that the population does not go beyond levels that the country can contain and take care of. Therefore, the large population of China has pushed its government to start thinking of possibilities of creating additional territories that some of its citizens can occupy. This has been seen in areas such as the South China Sea where the Chinese government has pumped in a lot of resources and effort to create man-made islands that can support life. 
Another reason that the Chinese government is engaging in the expansion of its territory is mainly to find additional areas of exploiting the national resources such as Oil and natural gas (O'Rourke, 2015). China is one of the superpowers of the world in terms of economic importance due to its vast knowledge and production of various products that are shipped to many parts of the world including the South and North American continent, African, Europe and also Asian countries. As such, the chines government is in a hurry to ensure that it secures its economic status in the world by securing areas close to it which seem to be unoccupied by claiming those territories (Findlay & Lundahl, 2017). This expansion helps China to acquire areas that can help it as a nation to cater for both the needs of its large population as well as to cater for the needs of the world. One of the significant resources being targeted by China is oil. Therefore, by expanding, China can extract oil from the regions it is claiming and this brings a lot of economic benefits to the country. 
However, the quest for expansion by China can also be seen to be geared towards ensuring security for China (Nathan & Scobell, 2015). According to the report on the China expansion in the South China Sea done by CNN, China is constructing man-made islands in the region where previously only reefs were visible and is setting up military bases and arming those islands (Hunt, 2016). This ensures that China has security from external forces even far away from its coast. This approach is being used by China to champion its agenda of being a military superpower in the Asian continent. The missiles that are loaded on the man-made Islands coupled with aircrafts moving above the islands and the warships that surround the Islands is a clear indication that China is beefing up its security by setting up military bases far away from its mainland. Therefore, one of the reasons why China is engaging in the expansion and claiming of territories is that it wants to assure itself of the security in case of external attacks from other countries.
The Basis for the Chinese Territorial Claims
China is making territorial claims over the regions on the basis that historical records indicate that China occupied those areas. A good example is in the west of China where China is claiming part of the Indian territory. China is basing its claim on the fact that in the year 1962, China fought a brief war in the region and won (Hunt, 2016). And therefore, it has the rights to claim that region because its people fought for it and claimed it from the Indians.
Another basis for the territorial claim by China is that for many decades, the presence of China in the South and the East China Sea has been remarkable. China has been present patrolling and having its military ships in those waters now claimed by the neighbouring countries such as Vietnam and Philippines. The presence of the Chinese army as well as the fact that the sea has been a pathway for the massive global trade of which China is a key player makes China to make those territorial claims. In the recent past, Chain has evicted the Philippines from some islands within the China South Sea and this sparked a lot of discussion in the international community regarding the intentions of China in the region.
The effect to the Neighbouring Countries
Despite the international tribunal ruling that China has no rights over the South China Sea, the Chinese government has insisted that it will not relent on its quest to ensure its sovereignty by claiming what it terms as its land. The tribunal also left a lot of loopholes by not stating the cause of action that China or the international community should take in solving the disputes in the areas that China continues to claim territorial ownership. Therefore, even though other countries might not be in agreement with the Chinese expansion of its territories, the fact remains that China continues to do so by setting up man-made island and military bases in the areas it claims.
If the territorial expansion of China becomes successful, the effect to the neighbouring countries will range from economic to diplomatic. First, if the expansion by China is successful, the neighbouring countries such as Vietnam, Taiwan and Philippines will have its power reduced regarding their control in the China South Sea. Currently, these countries claim sovereignty because China has not officially declared that the areas are Chinese territories. However, according to Swe, Hailong, & Mingjiang (2017), if China finally gets to expand its territory to include the areas it is claiming, the neighbouring countries will be intimidated because these countries will have to enter into diplomatic agreements with China to use the sea as a trade route. Currently, the sea id s protected by the international community and this can be confirmed by the presence of American aircraft and warships in the region. This presence is meant to ensure freedom of navigation by any country in these international waters. However, successful reclamation by China would mean a stop to the free navigation in the region.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The implication of the successful expansion by China will mean that the neighbouring countries will have to seize some of their security endeavours in the region in the fear that China might exert its force upon them if they fail to comply with its demands. Countries that aspire to manufacture nuclear weapons for their own defence in case of war such as Japan will have to trade carefully because the reclamation of the region by China will mean increased military power and increased diplomatic and economic power over the neighbouring countries (Swe, Hailong & Mingjiang, 2017).
Conclusion
In conclusion, Chinese government expansion of its territory is mainly concentrated in the South and the East China Sea. These areas are rich in oil as well as gas and this is the main reason why China is after claiming them. The expansion by China can be seen as a strategy to maintain its economic power in the region and also creating additional space for its large population (O'Rourke, 2015). Despite the disagreement by neighbouring countries over its expansion, China continues to create man-made islands in the sea and is actively engaged in militarizing them and securing them and this is helping China to expand its military base. However, if the expansion becomes successful, it will have far-reaching effects ranging from economic collapse and diplomatic and military intimidation to the neighbouring countries. 
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